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The EU Network of National Experts on JITs
The JITs Network
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Main projects carried out by the JITs

Network Secretariat
v" JITs Practical Guide

v" Revised JIT Model Agreement
v" Fiches Espagnoles

v JIT Evaluation Project

v Training for JIT practitioners

v" The JITs Restricted area and the JIT Portal
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Supporting tools accessible on
Eurojust/Europol website

JITs Practical Guide Model Agreement

Network

Joint Investigation Teams (JITs)
Practical Guide
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Eurojust support to JITs

FINANCIAL OPERATIONAL
SUPPORT SUPPORT

EUROJUST
SUPPORT
TO JITs

EXPERTISE
OF THE JITs
NETWORK
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Eurojust financial support (2014 — 2020)
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Eurojust website — INFO HUB

- Q&

European Union Agency for
Criminal justice Cooperation

Judicial cooperatiol ime types and cases States and partners Publications Media and events Contact us

Home > Judicial cooperation > Judicial cooperation instruments > Joint

Joint investigation teams &

A joint investigation team (JIT) is one of the most advanced tools used in u m
international cooperation in criminal matters, comprising a legal
agreement between competent authorities of two or more States for
the purpose of carrying out criminal investigations. Made up of Joint investigation teams
prosecutors and law enforcement authorities as well as judges, JITs are © JITs funding
established for a fixed period, typically between 12 and 24 months, such
as is necessary to reach successful conclusions to investigations.

Providing operational, legal and financial support to JITs is a key part of
Eurojust’s mission, together with enabling access to the expertise of the JITs Network, a network of relevant
national experts, who encourage and promote best practice in the use of JITs. Eurojust also hosts the |ITs Network
ecretariat, which supports and stimulates the activities of the JITs Network. Since 2005, the Agency has
supported national authorities in the setting up and running of ITs, and has provided funding from 2009, while

also taking a leading role in promoting JITs and developing awareness and understanding around the tool and its
use.

The purpose of JITs Eurojusts role Supporting tools and documents  Eurojust casework involving JITs

In complex and time-sensitive cross-border investigations, speed and efficiency are of the essence.
However, in many cases, the operational needs of the authorities involved are not fully met by the
traditional channels of mutual legal assistance. Direct cooperation and communication between
authorities is the most efficient method of handling the increased sophistication of organised criminal
activities. JITs offer national authorities in different States a flexible framework that is relatively quick
and easy to establish and enables the respective authorities to participate in the investigation in a
mutually beneficial way.

Once a JIT has been set up, the partners can directly exchange information and evidence, cooperate in
real time and jointly carry out operations. Further, JITs allow for practitioners to be present during
investigative measures on each other’s territories, and to therefore share their technical expertise and
human resources more efficiently. Direct contacts and communication enable the JIT members to build
personal relations and trust, leading to faster and more efficient cooperation.

The financial support provided by Eurojust and/or other EU agencies to |ITs is another important benefit
to national authorities, reducing the impact on national budgets of costs incurred due to the
transnational dimension of cross-border cooperation.
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